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Object of the Newsletter
To promote the appreciation of fine Scotch Whisky, the area from which it comes, the people that
inhabit the land and it’s history. By the way, I am merely expressing my opinion on the whiskies I
am tasting, as you know, everybody has one.
I now look at the Mannochmore 12-year-old, single malt whisky, a fairly
rare release from a distillery most people have never heard of, due to most
of the distillery’s production going into blends such as Haig and Johnny
Walker.
The light color and the light delicate flavors would make think, if I was
doing a blind tasting of this whisky, that it was from the lowlands, but it is
in fact a Speyside whisky.
So, would I buy the Mannochmore 12-year-old? Probably not, it’s a nice
enough whisky and I’m tempted to have a bottle on the bar because of
how few bottles the distillery releases, but ultimately it’s damn expensive
for a 12-year-old scotch. If you are inclined to buy a bottle of
Mannochmore, there are a few options available to you through
independent bottling houses. Such as Douglas Laing with a 13-year-old
and a 14-year-old, Gordon & MacPhail have released a Connoisseur’s
Choice bottling, Cadenhead and Signatory also have bottlings out there.
You can buy Mannochmore 12-year-old for around $65.00 a bottle.
Tasting Notes
Nose - Grass, toffee and violets
Palate - Spicy sweet buttercream
Finish - Sweet and buttery with a little heat
“Slainte Mhath”
Paul Bissett
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Winter’s Bite
By Paul Bissett
A children’s novel based on Scottish mythology, and set in modern day Scotland.
The adventures of Heather and Hamish, two Scottish terriers, and their new friend, Luna, in
Scotland. They must try to outwit Beira, The Winter Queen, and save the world from a new ice age by
using Heather's new-found powers, Luna's magic gem, Hamish's down-to-earth tenacity, and the
wisdom of Granny Jean. On their quest they will meet "Nessie", the Loch Ness monster, and many
other creatures from Scottish mythology.
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Below is a simple guide to help you choose your single malt Whisky, and the flavor notes you should
expect from it. Being Scottish I recommend you find a likely candidate and try it in a bar before
buying the whole bottle. This Issue; Mannochmore 12-year-old. For more information go to No
distillery website.
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Festival allows whisky lovers to see the inner sanctum of
islands’ dram culture by David Leask
Their island stories are steeped in whisky.
The people of Skye, Harris and Raasay – often out of the sight of the excisemen – have long known
how to make just the right dram to get a party started. Now they want the rest of Scotland to share
in the fun.
Distilleries on the three islands will next month launch their first ever whisky festival, a four-day
bevvy of free tours, tastings, music, casks and special events.

The whisky festival aims to boost Hebridean tourism
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Festival allows whisky lovers to see the inner sanctum of
islands’ dram culture. Cont.
Their aim? To draw more tourists into a new trail, including at least three ferry crossings, for Scotch
lovers who fancy something a little more challenging than the usual tours of mainland factories.
Organisers said: “The first ever Hebridean Whisky Festival is to take place across the islands of Skye,
Raasay and Harris between 21-25 May, 2019. “Spread between the four distilleries along the
Hebridean Whisky Trail, the festival will feature free tours, tastings, music, casks and special events
at Talisker, Torabhaig, Isle of Raasay and Harris distilleries and the Aros Centre, Portree.”
The trail itself was launched last year.
It is a spectacular 115-mile route set amidst Skye’s stunning Cuillin mountains, Raasay’s beautiful
coastline and seascapes and the famous white sandy shores of Harris.
At the Isle of Raasay Distillery on Thursday, May 23, whisky pilgrims can hop across the water to the
youngest distillery on the trail for the launch of the exclusive new warehouse and whisky and
chocolate tours.
The distillery promises to take visitors to its “inner sanctum” – its cask warehouse filled with the
aroma of spirit maturing in Bordeaux, virgin oak and rye whisky casks.
Raasay Distillery is the first legal whisky maker on the island, which has a population of around 160.
“Seasoned whisky connoisseurs and intrepid island explorers alike can enjoy the spectacular views
from the warehouse terrace above the distillery across to the Cuillin mountains on Skye,” according
to festival organisers.
“Those with a sweet tooth can also enjoy the launch of the distillery’s new whisky and chocolate tour
with delicious pairings of whisky and chocolate by Finlay MacDonald’s Glenshiel Chocolate
Company.”
The festival kicks off with two days on Skye at Torabhaig Distillery on Tuesday, May 21 followed by
events at Talisker, the oldest distillery on the trail, on Wednesday May 22.
Organisers added: “After Raasay on the 23rd, you can follow the self-guided whisky trail route up to
Isle of Harris Distillery on Friday 24th May. Meanwhile in Portree the Aros Centre will showcase the
distilleries at a special Hebridean Whisky Festival tasting stand for the duration of the festival.
“The festival finale is the ‘Big Day at Slig’ taking place at the Sligachan Hotel on Saturday 25th May
in Skye. Here all four distilleries will come together in one place for a day of whisky tastings,
Hebridean whisky cocktails, distillery vehicles, cask displays, craft ales and a visit from the Isle of
Skye pipe band."
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Festival allows whisky lovers to see the inner sanctum of
islands’ dram culture. Cont.
The festival will offer a chance to try all the spirits, as well as other local brews from Cuillin Brewery,
sweet treats from the likes of Chocolates of Glenshiel and delicacies from the Skye Smokehouse.
It will conclude in true Hebridean style with a ceilidh into the night at the Sligachan Hotel.” Events
are all free.
The whisky trail launch last year was aimed at tapping into huge new interest in the Western Isles.
Karen Betts, chief executive of the Scotch Whisky Association, said previously: “The trail is a
wonderful addition to Hebridean tourism. Newcomers to Scotch Whisky and aficionados alike can
enjoy visiting these uniquely island distilleries, each offering something quite different in terms of
heritage, location and, of course, Scotch."
Ms Betts added: “Whisky tourism is, of course, increasingly important to Scotland’s economy and
rural communities. In 2017, there were 1.9 million visits to Scotch Whisky distilleries in our iconic
whisky regions from all over the world, spending £61 million in the rural economy.”
The trail can be followed by land or sea with three CalMac ferry crossings linking the destinations as
well as yacht berthing facilities near to each distillery.
www.heraldscotland.com

A snail makes its way into a bar and tries to order a beer,
but the bartender throws him out yelling
“We don’t serve snails in here!”
A few weeks later the same snail comes back into the bar
and says to the bartender
“What did you do that for?”

